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Parenthetical Sentences in Al-Qur’an:
Its Status and Eloquent Functions

Dr. Sami 'Ata Hassan
Al al-Bavt University, Mafrayg, Jordan

The aim of this study is to prove that parenthesis in Al-Qur'an is neither a

mere device of adding to the beauty of speech, nor a redundancy that could
be easily dropped, rather it is - in its proper location - a structural and
contextual requirement. if dropped, a basic part of the meaning will be
missing. In addition to being a part of the basic meaning, it has extra
meanings that coherently add to the general meaning.

Generally, Quranic sentence is well carefully selected and coordinated in

one stream, with nicety in arrangement and accuracy in order, leaving no
place for defects in structure or complexity in organization.

This study has come out with the following facts:

Quranic Parenthesis is more than a mere device for adding to the beauty
of speech, or a filling stuff that the structure can do without, but a
structural and contextual necessary requirement that can not be easily
dropped, other wise the basic meaning will be incomplete.

Forming sentences in Arabic in various structural patterns is not useless:
each pattern or structure has a goal, and this gives variety of styles as
well as accuracy in expression and diction.

Using parenthetical Sentences by literary writers to express certain
meanings is not new. It is a style well known in the highest levels of our
literary heritage, the top of them is the Glorious Quran. It was so
prevalent among Arab eloguent speakers, not a rare feature confined to
vocative structures as some writers claimed.

Giving examples, the researcher has clarified that parenthesis occurs
inside the speech, usually between two sentences coherent structurally
and semantically, not at the end as some scholars of eloguence or
Tafseer (of Al-Qur'an) thought.
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