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Abstract

Extras in The Holy Quran
Prepared by: Suhair Ibrahim Ahmad Saif
Supervisor: Muhammad Iasan Awwad

This thesis discusses one of the major issues of Arabic syntax — that
of extras — which has been extensively dealt with by the old and the new
syntacticians.

The focus of my study is the holy heavenly book, the Quran. Thus,
the title is “Extras in the Holy Quran.”

In the first chapter | discussed extras in Arabic in general from the
perspective of syntacticians, explicators and rhetoricians. I shed light on
their attitudes regarding this issue, in addition to the situations in which
extras occur in Arabic in general and in Holy Quran in particular. | found it
necessary to discuss the issue at a larger level then proceed to gain a
complete, clear and integrated picture.

From the onsct, the only source of my study was the heavenly text,
which was indispensable throughout the stages of my study. In fact, The
Quran was the fountainhead and source of inspiration for me. More than
that source, I examined the old sources of syntax, the meanings of the
Quran, its explications, specifically those which consider the linguistic
explication a stylistic means for the clarification and analysis of the
Quranic meanings and its verses, the old sources of rhetoric which examine
the secrets of Quranic diction and its inimitable syntactic rhetoric. I did not
forget, as well, to tackle the specialized modern sources, which gave new
dimensions to the achievements of the ancient syntacticians in this respect.

The study has three diversified channels. In the first, | examined
syntax, the focal point ol interest in my study. I concentrated on the
attitudes of syntacticians in an attempt to elucidate their opinions on the
issue. | realized that they had scrutinized classical Arabic and found that
the use of “extras” was a stylistic phenomenon clearly demonstrated in
Arabic like the phenomenon of deletion. They also found that it was a
correct style overtly presented in the Quranic expressions, which were
revealed in Arabic —the native language of the Arabs.

In the second, I scrutinized the attitudes of the old and new
explicators and found that most of them confirm the presence of such
stylistic phenomenon in the Holy Quran, though they cautiously accepted
it. Once they were able to construct the speech on the stems with no extras,
they gave their preference. There were other syntacticians who adamantly
rejected such an attitude for they considered extras useless valid and a kind
of pleonasm with no function to perform.

In the ihird, I investigated the works of rhetoricians who did research
on the Quranic style and found connections between form and content —
every extra in form produces an extra in meaning. They tried to explain
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every extra within the framework of a stylistic perspective that involved
meaninglul connotations, which added up to the eloquence and
inimitability of the Holy Quran, thus the becoming one of its good merits
and its powerful influences.

The author came to a conclusion that the use of “extras™ is a stylistic
aspect obviously manifested in Arabic in general and the Quranic
expressions in particular, Therefore, we can not rule out the emergence of
any classical linguistic phenomenon as used by eloquent writers. If we
accept deletion as a stylistic manner of brevity, then the use of extras is a
stylistic means of emphasis.
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