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 CHARLES A. 

FERGUSONTHE EMPHATIC L  IN ARABIC 
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The existence of an emphatic or velarized Ļ in Classical Arabic and the modern dialects has 

often been noted and the sound has been carefully described  Descriptions which have 

been made from a structural point of view have generally regarded this emphatic Ļ as an 

allophone of the usual L , not an independent phoneme, both in the Classical language 

and in the dialects  
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There is a consensus among the old phonological studies that the origin of the sound " 

L" is (Ŀ) lightness . And it cannot made (L) toughen except in special environmental 

phonemic cases . In fact toughen and lighten of  the sound " L" are ruled by special 

phonological principles . As for the toughen of the sound " L" it restricted to two cases. The 

first it is (L) toughened in the word God "Allah" , if the later placed after (u) or (a) , but it is 

(Ŀ) lightened with (i) . 

However , the Egyptians have taken the second case of the direction of toughening the 

consonant  " L" . They see that is has to be toughened when it is accompanied with (a) and 

preceded by one of the three consonants (Ș) , (Ţ) and (D) . 

The study aims at studying the toughening of the consonant "L" in the Quranic readings 

through the resent phonological school in order to focus on the toughened , neutral and 

lightened syllables , and pointing at the effect their pronunciation in speech . 

  


