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Abstract

This paper is a semantic study of the two lexical items: naf’ (benefit/
advantage) and durr’ (affliction/ loss) as used in the Glorious Qur’an. It
show the view of the Glorious Qur’an of the dualism of good and evil and its
attitude towards it. It also describes the unmatched precision of this
inimitable Book in formulating expressions in accordance with the meanings
it attempts to depict; those expressions which are then used in a unique
Qur’anic context. Added to this is the precision in placing one item before
the other as in using naf’ before durr sometimes and vice versa. The paper
also illustrates the exactness in using parsing forms for certain purposes as in
using nominal sentences to indicate certainly and definiteness or using
verbal sentences- with the imperfect form of the verbs- to indicate
dynamicity. All this is used in a wondrous Qur’anic context whose divine
character could never be imitated by the most eloquent Arabs.
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