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The Religious Pagan Beliefs of Arabs in the Pre-Islamic Era

in the Holy Quran
Zeidan Khalaf Hadi

Summary
The historical studies that preceded Islam has a great importance on

the part of researchers as desire of them to show up the authenticity of the
past and the depth of the Arabic thought and its superiority since past
ages.

It is not possible for a thing to stand erect without foundation, and
since the past is the foundation of the present, it is inevitable to study its
first roots to constitute a clear complete vision that helps to understand
the new adventitious developments throughout successive decades.

Religion dimension is considered one of the bases of the human
society, and taking care of it is one of the instincts on which man is
created throughout ages. Idea of religion spread among Arabs since past
time, and the pagan belief represented the cornerstone in the life of the
Arab Peninsula's inhabitants in the pre-Islamic era, to the degree that it
constituted one aspect of most political, social, and economic fields at
that time. Hence, came the importance of studying the pagan belief of
Arab in the Pre-Islamic era in order to know the effect of this belief on
the different aspects of Arab's life. This religion and its beliefs was
greatly conflicted with the other monotheistic ones such Jewish and
Christian.

In spite of many studies that dealt with the pagan religion of Arab
and their beliefs in the Pre-Islamic era, yet they were derived from what
was presented in the books of history and literature, in addition to their
limited dependence on the Holy Quran as an important source to study
religion and belief of Pre-Islamic Arab.

With this interest in the study of religions and beliefs, our study
subject came to be entitled " The Pagan Religious Beliefs of Pre-Islamic
Arabs in the Holy Quran " . This subject did not attained the modernizers'
interest. There is no independent historical study that revealed the
importance of the Holy Quran as a main and an important source in the
study of Pre-Islamic Arabs' religions and beliefs.

As for the subject nature, it is restricted to the religious beliefs. It is
revealed through the description of the Holy Quran of pagan religion, by
investigating the Holy Quran verses which implies references to pagan
worship of Pre-Islamic Arabs, in addition to some explanations and
clarifications derived from interpretation books . The study was divided
into three chapters.



The first chapter is entitled " The Arabs' Country", in which we talked
about the nature of Arab Peninsula and its attitude, population, economy,
and rise of religions and their development stages, especially the pagan
ones.

The second chapter was devoted to study the religious pagan beliefs
in the Holy Quran, in which we studied the historical text in the Holy
Quran and explained the concept of idols, in addition to the most
important idols mentioned in the holy Quran.

The third chapter was devoted to study the rituals and worshiping acts
in the Holy Quran. The most important of them is pilgrimage to Ka'ba,
presenting votive offerings and sacrifices, divination, and magic. The
research reached the following results, the most outstanding of them are :

1- Arab paganism rised naturally, it reflected the nature and
simplicity of their life, and this is what we note in the simplicity
of their religious beliefs.

2- The Holy Quran referred to many religious beliefs that were
common for the Pre-Islamic Arab, in addition to its exhibition to
much information about the past nations.

3- The research emphasized that the Holy Quran is considered one of
the oldest and most important sources in the study of the Arab
history in the Pre-Islamic era.

4- The Holy Quran proved that monotheism is the origin, and
polytheism came later, and is emergent.

5- The research explained that Arab paganism is distributed among
Worship of idols, planets, angels, nymphs, and trees.
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